Riding non-AUK/ACP/RM events as AUK Brevets by Paul Stewart

At the AUK Board Meetingin Sept 24, 2014 an amendmentto AUK Regulation Appendix 7.1 was
approved, changing:

An AUK Event may not be ridden concurrently with any other organised event.

to:
An AUK Event may not be ridden concurrently with any other event eligible for AUK awards.

This was inresponse to enquiries from members wishing to take part in non-AUK/ACP/RM
homologated events which nominally comply with AUK regulations and standards and to have their
ridesrecognised by AUK and count towards AUK awards (Randonneur 5000, Randonneur Round The
Year, etc.). The amendment will come up forvalidation at AGM2015 and until then we are
effectively operatinga trial to assessthe level of interest and operational implications of the
change.

The amendmentallows rides organised by members which incorporate participation in events
organised by otherbodies but otherwise comply with AUK regulations to be registered as AUK
Brevetsand so counttowards AUK awards. Examples of such rides include: the HBKH 1500km
organised by Audax Club Schleswig Holstein, Germany; the Vatternrundan 300km, a formally
organised non-commercial eventin Sweden, and the Dunwich Dynamo, aninformal eventin the UK.

Whilstthe numberof such requestsis relatively small, they can be importanttothe riders
concerned. The amendmentis perceived as supporting these riders and promoting Audax UK’s
objective, whichisto “encourage, promote, develop and controlthe sport and pastime of non-
competitive long distance cycling in all its forms amongst all sections of the community in the United
Kingdom and throughout the world”, by widening the range of events eligiblefor AUK award
schemes.

Typically the Riderwill registertheirride as a DIY Permanent Brevet, submittinga DIY Perm
applicationtothe DIY Organiserand subsequently ‘Proofs of Passage’ forvalidation. Wherethe
organising body ‘validates’ the riders participation in the event, such validation might, with the prior
agreement of the AUK such validation, be used as ‘Proof of Passage’ forthe AUK Brevet. Otherwise
riders will collect Proofs of Passage inthe normal way, e.g., receipts, brevet card stamps or GPX
track. In practice itis expected mostsuch rides will be progressed as GPSDIY Perms.

This approach ensuresthat these rides conform to AUK standards, as, regardless of the organisation
of the ‘other’ event, the AUK Brevet will be registered and validated by AUK using AUK’s established
processes and procedures. Crucially, itisthe riders responsibility to register theirride asan AUK
(DIY) Permanentand to certify theirride willbe completed in accordance with AUK regulations. Such
applications will be considered by the AUK Permanents team in the same way as for any other (DIY)
Permanent Brevetapplication.

The factors which need to be consideredin assessing whether the external eventiseligible for
inclusioninan AUK brevet are distance, supportand competition.

Distance: the ride must conformto AUK regulations regarding controls, distance and the collection
of appropriate ‘Proof of Passage’.



Support: the ride must conform to AUK regulations regarding support, with no provision or use of
mobile/on demand support. Simply, the ridershould travel tosupport, whetherthat be at controls,
local shops, whatever; support does not come tothe rider.

Competition: the event must be non-competitive, as required by AUK regulations and insurance.

What next?

Ifthereis an eventyou wouldlike toregisteras an AUK brevet, submitaDIY Permanent application,
specifyingthe controls as usual. Include details about the ‘other’ eventin the additionalinformation
area of the application form (name, distance, website, etc.). This will be taken as your warranty that
the ride complies with AUK requirements as described above. The Permanent organiserwillthen
processthe applicationinthe usual way, i.e., checkingto ensure thatrequirements regarding
minimum distance between controls, etc. are satisfied. Please allow areasonable time forthis to
avoid disappointment should the brevet application be rejected.

FAQ

Q1l: Whydo | have to provide details of controls?
Al: Because that isrequired by AUK regulations

Q2: How do | find out about the event controls?
A2: Askthe eventorganiser.

Q3: What ifthe eventdoesn’t have AUK style controls or the controls do not satisfy AUK
requirements?
A3: Define yourown. Thisis straightforward for GPS DIY Permanents.

Q4: Canthe ‘other’ event controllers simply sign my Brevet Card?

A4: No; youwill needto provide some form of independently verifiable proof of passage, i.e., a
receipt, GPXtrack or (subject to prioragreement), proof of completing the event fromthe ‘other’
eventorganiser.

Q5: Thisall seemsalot of work...

A5: Well, from AUK’s perspective, itis ‘business as usual’, i.e.,your Brevetis subject to AUK standard
approval and validation procedures. Any additional effort arises from the need to obtainrelevant
information aboutthe proposedride fromthe ‘other’ event organisers to support your AUK Brevet
application. If this seems like too much bother, then don’t. Enter the eventand enjoy yourride. It
will be justas much fun; it simply will not form part of your AUK palmares.



